
SURGICAL SERVICES  
STANDARD ADVISORY COMMITTEE (SSSAC) MEETING 

 
 

Tuesday, July 12, 2005 
 

Michigan Library and Historical Center 
702 West Kalamazoo Street 

Lake Ontario Room 
Lansing, MI  48915 

 
APPROVED MINUTES 

 
I. Call to Order. 

 
Chairperson Miller called the meeting to order at 9:02 a.m. 
 
a. Members Present and Organizations Represented: 

 
Cheryl Miller, Trinity Health (Chairperson) 
Eric Barnaby, Foote Health System (Alternate) (Arrived at 9:07 a.m.) 
Evelyn Bochenek, RN, MSN, Sparrow Hospital 
Lowell Bursch, MD, Spectrum Health (Arrived at 9:10 a.m.) 
Charles Dobis, Michigan Ambulatory Surgery Association (Left at 1:47 p.m.) 
Toshiki Masaki, Michigan Manufacturers Association 
Richard Mata, Michigan State AFL-CIO 
Rand O’Leary, Borgess Medical Center 
Krishna Sawhney, MD, Henry Ford Health System 
Debra Stephenson, BSN-RN, MBA, CNOR, McLaren Health Care 
Walter Whitehouse, Jr., MD, The Saint Joseph Mercy Health System 
Robert Wolford, Michigan Medical Group Management Association 
George Yoo, MD, Barbara Ann Karmanos Cancer Institute 

 
b. Members Absent and Organizations Represented: 
 

John Fox, MD, Priority Health 
Kim Meeker, RN, BSN, MBA, Foote Health System  
 

c. Staff Present: 
 

Lakshmi Amarnath 
Larry Horvath (arrived at 10:27 a.m.) 
John Hubinger 
John Kowalski 
Andrea Moore 
Stan Nash 
Brenda Rogers  
Matt Weaver 
 

d. General Public in Attendance: 
 

There were approximately 37 people in attendance. 
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II. Review of Agenda and Distributed Materials. 
 

Chairperson Miller reviewed the agenda and the distributed materials.  Motion by Dr. Sawhney, 
seconded by Dr. Whitehouse, to accepted the Agenda as presented.  Motion Carried. 

 
III. Review of Minutes – June 30, 2005. 
 

Motion by Dr. Sawhney, seconded by Ms. Bochenek, to accept the Minutes as presented.  Motion 
Carried. 

 
IV. Declaration of Conflicts of Interest. 
 

No conflicts were noted. 
 
V. Presentation by Representative Roger Kahn, MD. 
 

Representative Kahn provided an oral and written overview (Attachment A) of his 
issues/recommendations.  He will provide the reference to the Pennsylvania data to Chairperson 
Miller for the Committee to review further.  Discussion followed. 

 
VI. Medicaid ASC Issues - Update. 
 

Mr. John Kowalski, Medicaid Office, provided an oral and written response (Attachment B) to the 
Committee’s issues.  Discussion followed. 

 
Break from 10:35 a.m. – 10:45 a.m. 
 
VII. Rural Consideration/Allowance for Volumes and Timeframes. 
 

Public Comment: 
 Mr. Larry Horwitz, Economic Alliance, addressed the Committee. 

 
Ms. Amy Barkholz, MHA, provided an overview of the proposed rural amendment (Attachment C) 
to the Standards.  Discussion followed. 
 
Public Comment: 
 Mr. Tim Heinrich, Memorial Medical Center of West Michigan. 
 Ms. Yvonne Ulmer, Ionia Memorial Community Hospital. 
 
Discussion followed.  The Committee requested that Ms. Barkholz bring revised proposed 
language to the August 17th Meeting. 

 
VIII. Informal Workgroup – Update. 
 

Chairperson Miller gave an overview of the progress of the workgroup.  A subcommittee of the 
workgroup will have a conference call on July 21st.  A full recommendation from the workgroup is 
expected at the August 17th Meeting. 
 

Lunch Break from 12:05 p.m. to 12:45 p.m. 
 
IX. Benchmarks for Performance/Best Practices. 
 

Chairperson Miller gave an overview of the articles provided on this issue and asked that the 
Committee review them for the August 17th Meeting.  
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X. Minimally Invasive Impact on OR Utilization. 
 

Dr. Whitehouse provided an overview of his facility’s adjustments over the last 10 years with the 
introduction of minimally invasive procedures.  He reported that some procedures were longer 
and some procedures were shorter, that the changes equaled out and did not make a large 
difference over the 10 years.  Discussion followed. 

 
XI. On/Off Sterile Corridor Issues Including Endo/Cysto and Radiology/Angiography. 
 

Mr. Horvath gave an overview of the Department’s sterile corridor issues.  He stated that the 
Department will be proposing language to establish Standards for dedicating ORs.  Discussion 
followed. 

 
XII. Technology Impact on ORs. 
 

The issue of intraoperative MRI’s was discussed. 
 
XIII. Burn, Trauma, and Open Heart Cases. 
 

Chairperson Miller gave an overview of the proposed concept.  Discussion followed. 
 
Public Comment: 

Ms. Penny Crissman, Crittenton Hospital, addressed the Committee. 
 Mr. Larry Horwitz, Economic Alliance, addressed the Committee. 

 
XIV. Review of Issues for Evaluation: 
 

Chairperson Miller updated the final list of issues as follows: 
 
• Procedure Rooms – sterile corridor, volumes counted/not counted 
• Endo/Cysto Rooms 
• Sterile Corridor issues 
• Surgical Procedure – definition, office/OR/procedure room, radiology rms vs. operating suite 
• Dedicated Trauma/Open Heart Rooms - ½ credit, no volume credit 
• Renovations of an OR - non-sub review 
• Rural Counties - considerations for volumes and timeframes 
• Medicaid participation – definition needs further clarification 
• Minimally invasive procedures 
• Hour requirements for an FSOF 
• Project Delivery Requirements 
• Expansion – commitments vs. historical data 
• PA 683 – Minimum Design Standards 
• Procedure for dedication of an OR 
• Separate licensure of facilities with common ownership 

 
Mr. Barnaby will provide draft language on the issue of separate licensure of facilities with 
common ownership at the August 17th Meeting. 

 
XV. Future Meetings and Agenda Planning: 
 

Future Meeting Dates 
 Wednesday, August 17, 2005 
 Tuesday, September 20, 2005 
 Wednesday, October 12, 2005 
 Thursday, October 20, 2005 
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Chairperson Miller provided the following items as the tentative agenda items for the August 17th 
Meeting: 

 
• Renovation/Relocation 
• Recommendation from Informal Workgroup 
• 2005 Planning Assumptions 
• Physical Distinction of ORs under Single License 
• Volume Requirements/Thresholds 
• Separate licensure of facilities with common ownership 
• Rural Consideration Language 
• Response to the Presentation of Dr. Kahn 
• Open Heart Designation 

 
XVI. Public Comment. 
 

None. 
 
XVII. Adjournment. 

 
Motion by Mr. Wolford, seconded by Mr. Mata, to adjourn the meeting at 2:52 p.m.  Motion 
Carried. 
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